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Members Present: Socorro Clarke, Tori Foreman, Shawn Iles, Margaret Lurie,  
Vaishali Patel, Benjamin Schapiro, Michael Tannen 
 
Members Absent: Leora Siegel, Sandra Smith 
 
Staff: Karen Danczak Lyons, Paul Gottschalk, Jessica Ticus   
 
Presiding Member: Michael Tannen, President 
 
CALL TO ORDER/DECLARATION OF QUORUM - A quorum was present and 
President Tannen called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm.  
 
CITIZEN COMMENT – none 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – Benjamin Schapiro motioned to approve the consent agenda 
consisting of the minutes of the April 20, 2016 meeting, the bills list and payroll. 
Seconded by Vaishali Patel and approved on a voice vote. 
 
INFORMATION/COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Robert Crown Branch Library Update – Karen Danczak Lyons and Michael 
Tannen attended a committee meeting just prior to the Board meeting. The 
committee is the quiet phase of fundraising and evaluating prospective donors. 
By-laws for the proposed fundraising foundation are being reviewed. The need to 
create a building maintenance reserve is an important issue to be addressed. 
The City Council will receive an update on progress in July. 

B. Strategic Planning Committee Update – Karen Danczak Lyons reported the 
committee had their first meeting and they are working to define the vision and 
goals, which will provide “banners” for a narrative. The committee is looking at 
other strategic plans from local and national organizations. This plan will provide 
the overarching direction for the Library and programs, services and budgets will 
tuck into this plan. 
 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Director Danczak Lyons reviewed highlights of her monthly report (see report attached): 

 The 2016 Summer Reading Program is themed “Read for the Win!” and a 
comprehensive program booklet describing all the activities was produced in 
English and Spanish. 7000 copies were delivered to D65 schools, pre-
schools, private schools and community agencies. Dr. Paul Goren, 
Superintendent of D65, was featured on a video about the “summer slide” that 

                    MEETING MINUTES 
     EVANSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
                           Wednesday, May 18, 2016 
                                                   6:30 PM 

Evanston Public Library, 1703 Orrington Avenue, Board Room 



Approved June 15, 2016 

 

2 
 

will be posted on the crowdfunding site for “Read for the Win!” This online 
campaign has a goal to raise $15,000 for the expanded program. A stop 
action animated film about the Summer Reading Program was created by 
staff. 

 The Library will be reimbursed $25,000 from the City’s Insurance Fund for the 
removal of the leaking underground storage tank at the Central Street 
building.  
 

STAFF REPORTS 

 Administrative Services Report – Paul Gottschalk reported that the Facilities 
Committee met and recommends the Board accept the bids for maintenance and 
repairs (below). John Devaney will manage these projects. Lush Wine & Spirits, 
the tenant at Central Street, has engaged a contractor and submitted plans to the 
City of Evanston for permits. In an effort to save the costs of adding a sprinkler 
system to the kitchen, the owner has downsized the kitchen. Plans are being 
redrawn and will be submitted to the City for approval. 
 

BOARD DEVELOPMENT 
A. The Board viewed and discussed the RAILS/United for Libraries “Strategic 

Planning” video. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
A. Approval of Bid for Main Library Weatherproofing – Phase 1. Ben Schapiro 

motioned to accept the bid from April Building Services in the amount of 
$161,895 for Phase 1 of the Main Library Weatherproofing Project. Socorro 
Clarke seconded the motion and the Board approved on a roll call vote.  

B. Approval of Bid for Boiler Burner Replacement.  Ben Schapiro motioned to 
accept the bid from Voris Mechanical Inc. for the replacement of the burners on 
the two boilers in the Main Library in the amount of $66,999. Vaishali Patel 
seconded the motion and the Board approved on a roll call vote.  

C. Approval of Bid for North Branch Mechanical Renovations.  Ben Schapiro 
motioned to accept the bid from Hayes Mechanical LLC in the about of $215,555 
for HVAC mechanical, plumbing and electrical renovations for the North Branch 
Library. Tori Foreman seconded the motion and the Board approved on roll call 
vote. 
Funding for projects A-C is from the Capital Improvement Fund and will be paid 
through Library debt. President Michael Tannen reiterated his concerns that the 
Library is once again investing in the upkeep of buildings that are owned by the 
City of Evanston. 

D. Approval of the Proposal for Architectural Services for the Main Library 
Interior Renovations.  Ben Schapiro motioned to approve the bid from Lohan 
Studio of Wight & Company in the amount of $122,000 for the first phase of the 
architectural services for interior renovations at the Main Library. Tori Foreman 
seconded the motion and the Board approved on roll call vote. Lohan Studio will 
make a presentation to the Board at the June meeting. Funding is from the 
Library Fund. 
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E. Nominating Committee Report. The Nominating Committee met and 
announced the following slate: Michael Tannen, President; Margaret Lurie, Vice 
President; Vaishali Patel, Secretary; Ben Schapiro and Shawn Iles, Co-
Treasurers. The slate will be voted on at the June meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT – Socorro Clarke motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ben 
Schapiro. The meeting adjourned at 7:23 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Margaret Lurie, Secretary 
 
 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at 6:30 pm Evanston Public Library, 
Board Room. 
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Library Director’s Report 

May 18, 2016 

 

Updates: 

 Hirshfield Poetry Award presentation – On Sunday, April 24th we welcomed the winners of the 

Thirty-Eighth Annual Jo-Anne Hirshfield Memorial Poetry Awards to the main library.  This year’s 

poetry judge John Rybicki was delighted to be with the poets and was engaging and supportive. 

The winners read their work and were proud to read their poetry. My thanks to the Hirshfield 

family and to Jess Ticus and Lea Hernandez Solis who organized the contest, identified and 

engaged the poet and took care of all details to create another beautiful event for our guests. 

 On April 25th at the invitation of Dr. Paul Goren, I attended a District 65 meeting at which a 

Report on Black Student Achievement in District 65 was released: 

http://www.district65.net/cms/lib8/IL01906289/Centricity/Domain/4/2016%20Black%20Studen

t%20Achievement%20Report.pdf .  Beginning with pre-school aged children, EPL will continue to 

support all students to learn, achieve and read at grade level. We will continue to work with 

District 65 Leadership, Teachers and Librarians to support the curriculum and create out-of-

school programs that engage learners of all ages. 

 Reverend Dr. Michael C. R. Nabors hosted a Call to Action meeting at Second Baptist Church on 

May 16th. I shared information about our programs including ABC Boosters, our Summer 

Reading Program, Wi-Fi hotspots and free book distribution with the audience.  

 Staff and community partners participated in the annual Stand Against Racism in front of the 

main library. 

 Please refer to Tim Longo’s report for information about the successful launch of our Wi-Fi 

Hotspot program. 

 To organize and publicize our annual Summer Reading Program in both English and Spanish we 

created booklets that detail the many ways our readers of all ages can have fun and read this 

summer.  Mary Kling organized a team of 9 volunteers who counted and bundled the guides for 

distribution. Yesterday, Jill Schacter and Don Westphal distributed 7,000 copies to every District 

65 school. In the days ahead, the booklets will be distributed to pre-schools and private schools. 

An electronic version can be found at:   https://www.epl.org/pdfs/SRPGuide.pdf  

The talented team of Laura Antolin and Kim Kaufmann have created another stop action video to 
encourage students to participate. District 65 staff will be sharing the video: 

 https://youtu.be/X5IRFkQLg4k 

My thanks to the Summer Reading team lead by Renee Neumeier, Laura Antolin, Heather Ross, and 
Lesley Williams with support from Jan Bojda and the entire library. Special recognition to Jill 
Schacter who conceived and advocated for the creation of printed Summer Reading Program 
materials that reflect the quality of our programming and the work of the entire library to support 
our readers over the summer.  

 Our District 65 Liaison Vaishali Patel and our ETHS Liaison Tori Foreman made Jess Ticus’ great 

idea a reality: Paul Goren agreed to be filmed in a video that highlights the importance of the 

http://www.district65.net/cms/lib8/IL01906289/Centricity/Domain/4/2016%20Black%20Student%20Achievement%20Report.pdf
http://www.district65.net/cms/lib8/IL01906289/Centricity/Domain/4/2016%20Black%20Student%20Achievement%20Report.pdf
https://www.epl.org/pdfs/SRPGuide.pdf
https://youtu.be/X5IRFkQLg4k


Approved June 15, 2016 

 

5 
 

Summer Reading Program and encourages donations to our new crowd-sourced fundraising 

effort. Once the final video is available, I will send a link to everyone.  Vaishali reached out to 

Paul and asked for his support and Tori connected us with three graduating ETHS seniors who 

wrote scripts, filmed and will edit the final product.  

 ICMA webinar – Wally Bobkiewicz and I produced a webinar entitled Strategies for Success – The 

City of Evanston and the Evanston Public Library.   Over 75 municipalities participated. My 

thanks to Wally, ICMA and the Aspen Institute who invited me to share our story. 

 Our May 4th our Donor and Volunteer Recognition Reception featuring our keynote speaker 

Geoffrey Baer was a great success. Jess Ticus, Lea Hernandez Solis, Wynn Shawver, Jan Bojda, 

John Devaney and the entire Maintenance and Security team created another lovely evening for 

all. Special thank you to staff that welcomed and thanked our guests at the reception:  Betsy 

Bird, Jan Bojda, John Devaney, Paul Gottschalk, Kim Hegelund, Lea Hernandez-Solis, Mary Kling, 

Tim Longo, Jose Maldonado, Renee Neumeier, Jill Schacter, Wynn Shawver, Jill Skwerski, and 

Jess Ticus.  

 The Harwood Institute is offering an online version of the training this summer and I am proud 

that Heather Norborg and Martha Meyer are representing EPL in this program. 

 

 Assessments, metrics and initiative results: 

Foot traffic:      April, 2016 March, 2016  

Main:   44,177  47,134 

North:    4,491    4,324 

CAMS:    4,003            4,006 

Total:  52,671  55,464 

 

Website visits in March: 40,943 April: 39,509 

Overall Computer/Internet Use – all locations: March: 6,233 April: 5,912 
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National Able Network Metrics: Actual Computer Usage 

NEW AND REPEAT CUSTOMERS 

      
Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

 

    
1-Apr TOTALS 

    
6 6 

4-Apr 5-Apr 6-Apr 7-Apr 8-Apr 
 

8 5 4 7 8 32 

11-Apr 12-Apr 13-Apr 14-Apr 15-Apr 
 

17 11 10 6 10 54 

18-Apr 19-Apr 20-Apr 21-Apr 22-Apr 
 

6 8 9 8 9 40 

25-Apr 26-Apr 27-Apr 28-Apr 29-Apr 
 

12 13 9 11 8 53 

     
185 
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Partnerships and collaborations: 

 IMLS grant – In a new partnership with Loyola University, Northwestern University and 

the Children’s Museum, we are a partner in an IMLS grant submission: Engaging 

Engineering Experts: Facilitating Family STEM Learning in Museums and Libraries through 

Narrative Storytelling and Object-Based Inquiry Activities. We will learn if our grant 

application is funded in the fall.  

 ABC Boosters – Working together with District 65 and the Youth Job Center, we will be 

expanding this summer program and serve more rising pre-school children this year. 

 SRP Program – With the Evanston Public Library Friends and Cradle to Career we have 

launched a crowd-funding campaign for the Summer Reading Program and will buy and 

distribute a diverse collection of books; the list of titles was identified and curated by our 

staff. 

 Text a tip program – With Leadership from Laura Antolin as part of her work with Cradle 

to Career and support from the City of Evanston’s 311 Center, we launched a Text a Tip 

service Talk, Read, Sing, an early childhood literacy initiative that provides digital tools to 

parents and caregivers for encouraging brain development and a healthy learning 

environment for our youngest children. The initiative is aimed at parents/caregivers of 

children ages 0-3. Talk, Read, Sing offers regular text messaging and recommends the 

use of a free app called Vroom to promote consistent, healthy communication habits that 

can have a profound, positive impact on the rapidly developing brains of young children.  

 The Library fund has been reimbursed $24,729 for funds expended on the remediation of the 

underground storage tank at North Branch. 

 Thanks to Rickey Voss and the City of Evanston: The meters located at 600 Church St. #’s 1614, 

1615, and 1616 have been recently converted to a 20 minute maximum time limit. Previously 

these meters had a 2 hour time limit. Stickers have been installed at every meter and signs will go 

up. 

 As part of our work with EvanSTEM, EPL manned a booth and produced programs as a partner in 

the first STEM Festival on May 14th: 

Evanston’s Fifth Ward to host a Science Technology Engineering and Math (STEM) Festival to 

inspire and engage youth and families about STEM careers 

 

 EvanSTEM, a District 65-sponsored, Noyce Foundation-funded initiative, together with Family 

Focus and Fleetwood-Jourdain Community Centers, are hosting the Fifth Ward STEM Fest this 

Saturday, May 14, from 10:00AM to 2:00PM. 

 

Fifth Ward families can interact with 12 STEM program providers in the Main STEM Hall within 

Family Focus’ Gym. Children in grades K through 8 can participate in hands-on STEM activities 

sponsored by local STEM–based organizations. 

 

file://///local.cityofevanston.org/users/users/kdanczaklyons/joinvroom.org
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A majority of the residents in Evanston’s Fifth Ward are African-American or Latino--two groups 

that are largely underrepresented in the promising STEM fields and careers in this country. The Fifth 

Ward STEM Fest is one of several initiatives by EvanSTEM to catalyze Evanston’s STEM ‘ecosystem.’ 

This ecosystem consists of the resources and opportunities that can spark interest and learning in 

STEM, especially for African American and Latino youth, in an accessible and aligned way. 

 

The day’s events will bring STEM to life for participants and intentionally link activities and 

discussions with STEM career pathways. The event will also serve as a registration fair, where 

parents can sign their children up for summer or fall programs supported by EvanSTEM and based 

at Family Focus or Fleetwood-Jourdain. 

 

On Saturday, Family Focus will host STEM activities for K-5th graders while more advanced middle 

school STEM activities will be located at Fleetwood-Jourdain, next door. 

 

The Main STEM Hall at Family Focus is the home of the event and will have program booths from 

Evanston Township High School (ETHS) Youth Technology Corps, TizMedia Foundation, ETHS 

Career Technical Education Department, Paige & Paxton, FIRST Lego League Robotics, Museum of 

Science & Industry, Youth & Opportunities United (Y.O.U.), Family Focus, Office of STEM Education 

Partnerships (OSEP) at Northwestern University, MetaMedia - McGaw YMCA, RadioShack Evanston, 

She Is Code, and Jugando con las Ciencias – Northwestern University.  Each booth will provide 

interactive opportunities for parents and students.   

 

STEM Activity Sessions will last up to 50-minutes, in three separate tracks for K-2, 3-5, and 6-8 

grades.  The STEM Activity Sessions for K-2 grades include Marshmallow Towers - Engineering 

Construction by Paige & Paxton, Monster Genetics by Northwestern’s Science in Society, and LEGO 

Bell Mazes by the Evanston Public Library.  Sessions for the 3rd-5th grades include Light It Up! By 

Evanston Public Library, Code to Shortcake- Make your cake and eat it too! By She Is Code, and Make-

It Circuitry by RadioShack.  In addition, the Museum of Science & Industry will be running its STOMP 

Rocket Blast activity throughout the event.  

 

At Fleetwood-Jourdain, middle school students will participate in STEM challenges as part of 

Northwestern’s McCormick School of Engineering’s Engineering Grand Prix event.  Teams of three 

youth will work with a volunteer McCormick graduate student to compete in three separate 

challenges for points and prizes.  The finale at 2:00PM will be a race between the electric cars 

designed and built by the students earlier in the day.  Students will also have the opportunity to 

attend STEM activity sessions hosted by MetaMedia-McGaw YMCA (Makey Makey Music), TizMedia 

Foundation (MindRap Ozone Workshop), and ETHS Youth Technology Corps (What's Inside 

Computers?). 

  

In addition to the 14 participating STEM program providers, civic organizations such as the 

Chessmen and the Links Incorporated, North Shore (IL) Chapter have helped to organize the event 

and will be present to volunteer.  Food will be provided by the Links and Jet's Pizza, while 

RadioShack is contributing STEM prizes for the challenges and the raffle. 
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Family Focus–Evanston helps parents gain confidence and competence as the primary caregivers 

and educators of their children.  Family Focus provides parents and their children with critical 

resources and learning opportunities to encourage healthy development in Evanston. 

 

Fleetwood-Jourdain Community Center is part of the City of Evanston’s recreation Department and 

has served Fifth Ward residents’ health and well-being since 1959. 

 

The EvanSTEM project is funded by the Noyce Foundation and housed within Evanston-Skokie 

Community Consolidated School District 65.  

 

From Renee on the results of the festival: I thought it went great – I worked the booth and Laura and 

Ashley ran sessions.  The sessions were packed and I had constant traffic at the booth definitely saw more 

than 100 people/families and they were really enthusiastic about our programming this summer.  We 

brought one of the 3D printers and people of all ages were super interested in it  so definitely going to 

work towards getting people in other departments trained for the fall so that we can offer more 

programming related to that.   

 The Presence Behavioral Health Social Worker Interns are finalizing their permanent placements 

and will no longer be providing services at the library. Due to low staff at their clinic, Presence 

Behavioral Health will not be able to provide services through the summer as they have done in 

the past.  

The last day that interns will be at the library was May 17th.  

New students will be trained this fall and ready to work at the Library by mid-September.  

If staff wish to make a referral or a patron would like to engage in mental health services, they can call 

the Presence Behavioral Health Intake line at 847-316-2038. Calls can also be placed to the Crisis Line for 

immediate support or to make a referral, available 24/7, at 708-681-4357. If the caller identifies 

themselves and are an Evanston resident, then the Crisis Line will provide Presence Behavioral Health 

with their information for follow up with the client and to engage in services.   

 I have joined the ALA Diversity Member Initiative Group: 

Diversity Member Initiative Group 

Vision: 
This member initiatives group provides an organizational home for any individuals 
dedicated to fostering an improved climate for diversity within their institutions and 
professional organizations. 
 

The mission of the Diversity Membership Initiative Group is: 
 To provide a space for success stories and best practices and broadly highlight 

examples of activities that have improved services and fostered organizational 

change. 

 To provide a community of practice for members to discuss ideas, concepts, and 
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methods to positively impact library services to increasingly diverse populations. 

 To provide a base for deepening our discussion and collective understanding of 

diversity and inclusion issues across our professional organizations. 

 

 

 

Highlights from Neighborhood Services from Connie Heneghan include: 

 Along with new computers, the automated pc reservation system has been installed at CAMS 

(the same system already in use at other EPL locations.) 

 My thanks to Connie and Barb Levie for their leadership in producing the Senior Spelling Bee 

(see entry under upcoming events of note). This year, the program will be held at the library. 

 Read with a Northwestern University Athlete at the North Branch  

Here's your chance to read with a Northwestern University Student Athlete!  Join us at the North Branch 

where you will listen to stories, read aloud together with a student athlete, talk about the stories and do an 

activity. For children in grades 1-3. 

 
 
Highlights from Children’s Services from Jan Bojda and the team include: 
 

Programming Highlights 
Meyer and Balla coordinated and worked on our “Dia de los Ninos” program in conjunction with the Big 
Read. Even though it was competing with Star Wars programming at the branches we had a diverse 
group of families totaling 55 attendees at the event. 
 
Antolin, Kaufmann and Meyer presented a program for the home day care providers’ group Ann’s Book 
Club. 
 

Training and Continuing Ed 
Wilson and Bojda attended PLA in Denver and will be providing a brief report at a May AdTeam meeting. 
Highlights:  
Preconference on Summer Reading Partnerships (Bojda) While there was nothing especially new in the 
program for me, it is valuable to have the opportunity to have a block of time to think about and discuss 
with colleagues these shared ideas. Our library has already been working on the idea Denver presented 
for a unified or shared library/activity card and the idea of children receiving cards at school registration. 
We have also been working, as presented by CPL, at ways to measure the impact of summer reading on 
summer learning loss or school achievement. 
 
Bojda, Neumeier, Hamernick, Antolin and Kaufmann attended the Illinois Youth Services Institute (IYSI) 
in Normal Illinois. 
 
Kennelly attended Lincoln Story League. 
 

http://epl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails.aspx?EventId=32555&lib=ALL
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Balla continues with Spanish class. 
 
Wilson attended the Follett Lecture by Janice Del Negro titled: “The All-White World of Youth 
Librarianship: Baker, Rollins, and the Quest for Diversity” 
 

 
Outreach and Community Engagement 
Bojda and Antolin attended EC2C meetings to discuss the Diverse books drive 

We continue to work with four young high school volunteers. Two work with Linda Balla on craft prep 
and shelving. Two others work with Robin Sindelar. One of Robin’s volunteers shelves and assists with 
craft prep while the other assists Robin with Art Experiences in the Parent/Child workshop. 

These young teens have proven to be dependable and two of them have worked with us for all of their 
high school years. 

Other Activities 
Balla and Meyer worked on preparation for our Poetry Scavenger Hunt for school-aged children and 
Spring Words nursery rhyme activity for our pre-readers for April. 
 
Balla created displays for Money Smart week in addition to Poetry Month displays. 
 
Kennelly selected and ordered board books for the home visitors who are a part of Community Works. 
 
Wilson worked with our NU work-study student to shift some collections to create more space to display 
our beginning Chapter Book collection.  
 
Kaufmann and Antolin worked on our summer reading promotion film. 
 
The Purple Crayon Players a children’s theater group from Northwestern that volunteers to provide a 
storytime and craft for children recently increased frequency and changed the date of their regular 
program for us. For years this group has provided a Saturday morning storytime once per month for us. 
Recently they approached us wanting to change the date and time and increase the storytimes to twice 
per month.  Leigh Kennelly has been working with them and continues to do so. They have taken over 
the old Book Buddies time slot of 4 p.m. on Fridays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some photos from Martha from Dia: 
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This is Manuel Aleman, whom I invited to Dia, acting out his own book that he self-published.

 

And here are our Northwestern University volunteers! 

And finally, more guest presenters that I invited: Mr. Rick and Maria Torres 

 

 
 
From Renee Neumeier: 
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Teen Services Highlights include: 

Project Excite Summer Camp: 

Planning has continued for our annual partnership with Project Excite.  This summer the program will 

serve twice as many incoming 6th graders as last year and the campers will spend the morning at EPL and 

the afternoon at NU.  Last summer the camp was just a half day.  Some of the goals of this camp are to 

expose the 6th graders to a variety of things like coding, virtual and board game development, literacy 

skills, the design process and more.  Kids who take part in the camp are going to design a game either 

using Scratch, another coding application, by designing things using materials of their choice or by 3D 

printing them. Campers are going to get some background about the logic behind coding and will hack 

other games to figure out what works and what doesn’t.  Then they’re going to brainstorm and form 

groups based on their interests to start designing and prototyping a game. Throughout this process 

students will be journaling about what’s working well and why and what things they need to tweak and 

why. They’ll be presenting to each other throughout the camp to get feedback about their games.  We’ll 

also be using a related read aloud and articles that we’ll read together throughout the camp.   

Y.O.U. Summer Camp:  

Using the same idea as the Project Excite camp we’re also going to be going to Y.O.U.’s summer site for 

middle schoolers two times a week throughout the summer.  D65 is also a partner on this camp because 

we’re working on targeting students who scored below the 40th percentile in reading with this 

camp.  This camp will be held at Nichols Middle School.   

 Chute 6
Th

 Grade Orientation  

o Ashley attended the 6
th

 grade orientation for Chute and manned a table where she 

handed out books, bookmarks and flyers with our events. Ashley introduced 

myself to lots of kids and talked with a few parents about what we do at the 

library. Tons of kids were excited about the books and it was nice to make a 

connection with them.  

 3D Printing Class for City:  

o Renee and Ashley taught a 3D printing class for the city, teaching how to use 

Tinkercad and about what 3D printing was. The class was overfilled and we had 

lots of good questions.  City staff request that we do more sessions in the future. 

 

 

 

 

Community Outreach Highlights from Jill Skwerski include: 

April was a very busy month! Here are a few notes from Community Engagement: 
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 I was fortunate to be able to attend the Public Library Association Annual Conference in Denver 

from 4/5 – 4/9.  I attended some wonderful sessions on services to veterans, strategic planning, 

creating a digital community, space planning and gathering output metrics.  Conference 

highlight: meeting Terri McMillan and having her sign a copy of her forthcoming novel: I Almost 

Forgot About You. (Subsequently donated to RA for summer reading prize. ) 

 Our emphasis on providing programming to parents and families with special needs continued 

with a program titled, Dyslexia: Evaluation, Best Practices, Advocacy Strategies and the 

Law. We had 40 community members attend and heard from parents of pre-school through 

adults who came together to gather information.  See attached flyer for program description 

and list of presenters. 

 In collaboration with the Evanston Vet Center, we hosted a Vietnam War Commemoration on 

4/16/16. The event is part of a nationwide commemoration sponsored by the Department of 

Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs.  82 veterans, family members, elected officials 

and community members attended the event. Veterans from all four branches of the armed 

forces were present and each received a service pin from the VA.  One of the many highlights of 

the day was a photography exhibit featuring images taken by one of the Army vets during his 

tour in Vietnam.  Plans are in place for the exhibit to be installed here at EPL during December 

2016 as part of our local artists gallery on the 2nd floor. (Invitation attached.) 

 Heather Norborg and I visited The Mather and spoke with about 20 residents about how to 

create and use Hoopla streaming services.   

 As part of the COE Obesity Action Team, I attended the kickoff of the Rethink Your Drink 

campaign.  This is a campaign designed to help Evanstonians become more aware of the amount 

of added sugar in many sodas, juices and sports drinks, and to provide alternatives such as 

water flavored with fresh fruit slices.   

 A representative from Lifeline phone services visited our lobby on 4/22.  Lifeline is a federal 

benefit program that provides free cell phones to qualified community members.  To qualify, 

patrons must be currently enrolled in one of the following government assisted programs:  Food 

Stamps (SNAP), EBT, or Medicaid (not Medicare).  During this initial visit, 12 phones were given 

out.  More visits are in the works. 

 Finally, ACA enrollment wrapped up this month.  Per our partners at PEER Services, 101 

people were enrolled in ACA and 150 were enrolled in Medicaid during this enrollment 

period.  As a point of comparison, last year 53 were enrolled in ACA and 52 in Medicaid. 
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Adult Services highlights include: 
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 The Evanston Public Library partnered once again in the Evanston Literary Festival which 

produced 50 free events throughout the City including at the library.  

 Shoes Of Your Choice  

Part of a two night storytelling event recreating Alison Knowles classic Fluxus work "Shoes of Your 

Choice" (1963). Participants and audience members will be invited to tell the distinctive tales of the miles 

their footwear has walked. Knowles participated in the New York avant-garde festivals organized by 

Charlotte Moorman, whose life and work is featured in exhibitions at the Block Museum of Art and 

Northwestern Library. This program is cosponsored by the Evanston Public Library and the Northwestern 

University Library, and is part of the Evanston Literary Festival 

 From Ben Remsen: 

Hi Karen, 
 
Thanks for being interested in hearing about my programs.  As expected the meeting last night for The 
Third Coast was well attended (16 people).  I got a couple pictures, which are attached.  I should 
mention that these capture a popular monthly program with a robust and fun discussion. . . but this is 
easily my least young program.   
 
Meanwhile, I did grab a shot (IMG_0322) of the most successful program I’ve done yet this year, which 
was also very successful in terms of the elusive younger grown-ups.  This was the Jessica Abel author 
talk and had 60 people in the room, I’d say almost half of which were in their 20s or 30s.  Of course with 
all these age assessments, it’s a matter of taking educated guesses about how old folks are.  But luckily 
this pic from behind the group foregrounds some obviously younger folks. . . I guess the cool kids still 
want to sit in the back!  Or they just still have the eyesight to see from there!! 
 

http://epl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails.aspx?EventId=32814&lib=ALL
http://planitpurple.northwestern.edu/event/494697http:/
http://planitpurple.northwestern.edu/event/494697http:/
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Technical Services Highlights from Tim Longo include: 

 Betsy Bird and Tim will be presenting a program at the 2016 Illinois Library Association Annual Conference. 

Their session is: Discovering the changing relationship between Collection Development and Technical 

Services. 

 Wi Fi hotspots: As of this morning, there have been 35 total circulations of the mobile hotspots. 

13 are currently on the shelf waiting for pickup. 3 hotspots are overdue.  26 patrons are 

currently on the waiting list. We do not have enough data yet to pinpoint any trends on overall 

data usage or home address location of patron checkouts (heat map).  

Patrons seem to be quickly grasping how to use the hotspots as there have been minimal reports from 

Reference on questions relating to the hotspots.  

Items Added 

Adult at Main= 1,352 

Adult at North=235 

Adult at CAMS=25 

Total adult items=1,612 
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Juvenile at Main= 1,300 

Juvenile at North=66 

Juvenile at CAMS=34 

Total juv items=1,400 

 

YA at Main=365 

YA at North=35 

YA at CAMS=36 

Total YA items=436 

Total items added to collection in April= 3,348 

 

Patron Requests: 

Received 28 patron requests for the month of April.  Will purchase 20 of the titles suggested.  Two of 

those titles are ebooks. 

Donations: 

Adult Gift Books Added to the Collection: 33 

Adult Gift Books Replacing Grubby Editions:  85 

 

Donations: 

In October books were donated to EPL by the Center for Teaching Through Children’s Books.  This month 

we were able to donate the remaining 30 boxes to Jan Troy, the Lincolnwood school librarian.  Ms. Troy 

will be donating these materials to the other public school librarians of Evanston.   

Received a donation of 15 boxes of brand new books from the publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

Received a donation through Lesley Williams of four carts of books from a retired professor and book 

reviewer. 

 

Meetings & Conferences: 

Tim at PLA, April 4-8, including a preconference Designed For Library Experience: Reimagining Spaces 

and Services. (Tim) 

Multiple conference calls with Manage Mobility in regards to Mobile Hotspot Launch (Tim) 

On Wednesday 4/20, monthly conference call with Baker & Taylor (Tim & Betsy) 

On Tuesday 4/26, attended webinar on Sirsi Dynix Symphony Core Modules for CCS Laulima project. 

(Tim) 
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On Thursday 4/28, attended AVID meeting at Skokie where local libraries talked about their digital 

labs/spaces. (Tim) 

On Tuesday, 4/12 met with Mike Spradlin, a representative of the publisher Albert Whitman & 

Company. (Betsy) 

On Wednesday, 4/13, attended the Collection HQ Spring Forum 2016 in Naperville. (Betsy) 

On 4/27 met with Jessica Jolly about donating and reconsidering our computer resource 

collection.  She’ll be donating new titles, but will also help us assess the current collection.  I put in a 

ticket with Wonderdesk a request for a listing of all our titles between 003-009. (Betsy) 

On 4/28 met with Recorded Books rep William P. Schwarting.  Received information about audiobooks 

as well as Zinio and other e-resources.    

 

Presentations: 

On April 11th  Betsy Bird presented the Summer 2016 Adult Book Preview as part of the Livability Series 

(Education, Arts and Community Employee Event) and for the public.  Created Powerpoint including 

booktalks and book trailers.  Talk lasted one hour.  22 attendees, two for Livability Series.  Sent list of 

recommended titles to 6 attendees. 

Hosted on Saturday, April 30th the Children’s Literary Salon: “On Beyond Narnia: Death and Theology in 

Children’s Literature” with authors Jeanne Birdsall and N.D. Wilson. (Betsy)  

Electronic Resources (SelectReads): 

Visits to Select Reads in the month of April: 4506 

Total number of subscribers:  356 

 

Misc: 

Submitted piece for Evanston Roundtable on Wednesday, April 27th. (Betsy) 

 

Upcoming events of note: 

 We will produce our public falcon naming and banding program on Friday, May 27th at 11:00 am. 

 

Jammie Time! 

Thursday, May 19, 7 pm, Children's Room, Main 
Library  Also: June 16. 
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Great for working parents & their kids! 

On the third Thursday of every month, children 2 to 9 wear their pajamas to the library 
and enjoy a fun mix of stories and songs.  A great time for the whole family!  Drop-in; no 

registration required. 

     

Lovell Federal Health Care Center & Evanston Vet 
Center Town Hall Meeting  

Thursday, May 19, 6:30 pm, Community Meeting Room, 
Main Library 

The Capt. James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center and 
the Evanston Vet Center invite patients, families, 

community partners and the public to a Town Hall meeting. 

The Town Hall is an open forum for patients, their families 
and members of the community to ask leadership from 

Lovell FHCC and the Vet Center questions about programs 
and services. Following short updates from both Lovell 

FHCC and the Vet Center, the public will have the 
opportunity to ask questions. This Town Hall affirms the 

commitment of both Lovell FHCC and the Vet Center to communicate transparently with 
patients, stakeholders and the community. Anyone interested in learning more about VA 

programs and services is welcome to attend this open meeting. 

Sponsored by the Lovell Federal Health Care Center, Evanston Vet Center and 
Evanston Public Library. 

      

All Village Singers 

Sunday, May 22, 3 pm, Lobby, Main Library  

Swing into spring with the All Village Singers as they 
perform classic hit songs: "In the Mood", "Imagine", "Moon 
River", "Dream a Little Dream of Me", "Pure Imagination", 

and more!  Laughing aloud, toe-tapping, snapping, 
clapping, singing, or "dreaming" along is highly 

encouraged!  

     

http://allvillagesingers.weebly.com/
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Book Reports for Grown-Ups 

Monday, May 23, 6pm, Celtic Knot Pub (626 Church St)  

 Relieve the glory of grade school, but with fewer 

grades and more food and drink at the library’s Book 

Reports for Grown-Ups! Give a short talk (2-3 minute) on a 

recent favorite book.  Enjoy recommendations from your 

book-loving neighbors while you enjoy a drink, a snack, or a 

full dinner the Celtic Knot, just across the street from the 

Main Library. No purchase (or book report) required to attend. 

Register online or by calling (847) 448-8620.   

     

Lights! Camera! Action! Stop Motion 
Animation 

Saturday, May 21, 11 am K - 2; 11:30 pm 3-5; Barbara 
Friedberg Storytelling Room, Main Library 

Register NOW 3 -5th grade,  in person or by calling 847-
448-8610. 

Lights...Camera... Action! Third through Fifth Graders join staff from Steve & Kate's 
Camp at the library for an adventure in stop motion animation. Children will create 

characters, design sets, and film stop - motion masterpieces on custom-built, tabletop 
iPad stations. All materials are provided -- just bring your imagination!  

     

2016 Senior Spelling Bee 

Saturday, May 21, 1 pm, Main Library, Community 
Meeting Room 

Are you age 50 or older? Are you a resident of Illinois? Do 
you think you can spell? Here's your chance to shine!  

Registration begins Mon., April 11. Three ways to register: 

In person -- Levy Center, 300 Dodge Ave, Evanston, IL 
60202. 

http://epl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails.aspx?EventId=32813&lib=
http://epl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails.aspx?EventId=32718&lib=
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Call the Levy Center -- 847-448-8250. 

Send an email to -- seniorspellingbee@cityofevanston.org  
(include your name, phone and address). 

Or, you can register in person on the day of the event. 

Practice session Thurs., May 12 at 1 pm at the Library. 

Winners move up to the Regional competition on June 17 at the Levy Center. Regional 
winners compete on August 15 on Seniors' Day at the Illinois State Fair in Springfield.  

 

 

 

Excerpts from Patron feedback: 

 Dear Karen, 

We received a copy of your annual report in the mail recently 

and I want to compliment you on a beautiful publication.  More 

importantly, I am very impressed with all your services and  

programs.  Our local library has become outstanding under 

your leadership.  Great work! 

Best wishes, 

Bob 

Robert A. Seal 

Dean of University Libraries 

Loyola University Chicago 

 

 
 
 

 Karen, 

 
Just wanted to compliment Brian and the whole workshop. It was a great event with TONS to do 
and could even keep my madman of a son Carter busy. 
 
Carter had a blast and I could tell that every other kid did too. 
 
Thanks to you and Brian for such a great program. 

 

mailto:seniorspellingbee@cityofevanston.org
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Brian 
 
Brian Miller 
9th Ward Alderman 
bmiller@cityofevanston.org 

 

 Hi, All, 

 
First, I want to thank you for a lovely gathering tonight to celebrate the library, staff, donors and 
volunteers. The reception was beautiful and Geoff Baer's lecture a real treat. 

 
Best, Diane Melnick (One of our wonderful Concierge team members) 

 
 Our thanks to all who organized the enjoyable evening of refreshments and presentation by 

Geoffrey Baer.  

 

Steven Pasimeni and Susan Weinstein 

 From Andi Altenbach: 

These two boys who use the Chromebook station every Wednesday night and I do not believe were 

friends before are now playing an online fantasy game together, which I found adorable.  Jude and I 

spent all night, April 20, overhearing them discuss strategy. I feel like the Chromebook table fosters 

more interaction between the kids than the PC islands and it’s cool to see them making these kinds of 

connections there. (Good case for changing up the furniture for our Children’s Internet station furniture, 

no? JB) 

 

 From Jessica Iverson: 

I have now been working at the library, in Children’s, for over a year now. And I’m finding more and 

more instances of young and old patrons seeking me out for RA help after having helped them find 

books previously. And it feels great. So great! Who wouldn’t feel like a rock star when a girl comes up to 

you with twinkling eyes and braided pigtails and says “I read, Wanted: Mud Blossom, and really liked it. 

Do you have any other good dog books?” To which the dad chimes in to say, “Actually, she read it 

twice!” And just today, a co-worker relayed to me that a preschool boy who attended a past Lego Night 

and who I’ve had conversations with since, came up to the desk while I was helping someone else and 

asked, “Where’s the other lady? She read me a book before.”  (While working with Jess I have, on 

several occasions, observed Jess’s interactions with her returning reader’s advisory patrons. Her 

enthusiasm for books clearly connects with them.) 

 From Brian Wilson: 

A patron said she has been to libraries all around the country and the Chicagoland area and said that she 
thinks our collection and services rank with the very best. 
 

mailto:bmiller@cityofevanston.org
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 From Martha Meyer: 

Comment on Ann’s Book Club program about Storytime and Craft Ideas with 2015/16 Books:  

1) I am so sorry I missed the meeting on Saturday. I heard from some providers who said your info was 

something that they could use right away in their programs.  

Linda Hermes  

Family Home Daycare 

847-475-0321 

familyhomedaycare.wordpress.com 

Home is where your story begins 

 

Comment on Ecology Touch Table Books supplied in March/April and plans for May/June 
2) Hi Martha, 
 
The books have worked out great! We have used them for many of our early childhood programs and 
some drop ins have also been looking at our bookshelf. We have definitely made the most use of the 
books geared toward younger children both storybooks and more factual books. Our instructors have 
enjoyed having more books to choose from. I would not recommend any changes; I think you chose a 
great balance of books the first time and the new line up looks great as well.  
 
A couple of the books are planned for use in our Wednesday and Thursday classes, so does Friday or 
Monday work for the book exchange? Please let me know what works best for you and I will have the 
books ready.  
 
Thank you! 
 
Erika Doroghazi 
Program Supervisor 
Parks, Recreation & Community Services 
Evanston Ecology Center 
2024 McCormick 
Evanston, IL 60201 
3) Had a heartwarming visit from a Park School Student on 4/29 (whose mother may send the 

resulting picture later) 

Colleagues,  
A student from Park School, Josie, and her mom stopped by this morning with donuts for the library for 
2 reasons:  
 
1) Josie really enjoys the monthly trip to the library from Park School in her wheelchair to have storytime 
with her class with Ms. Martha. 
2) She and her mom are honoring a friend who died and whose family asked that an act of kindness be 
done in memory of Sadie Elizabeth McCann on her birthday (4/29/2010.) 
 
We get to be the recipients of that act of kindness this year! Special thanks to everyone who welcomes 
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Park School to the Evanston Public Library and who works to make this a welcoming place for folks that 
need some extra support. 
 
Martha Meyer 
4) Had a wonderful offer from 2 local poets to help us with the Poetry Scavenger Hunt: 

Mary Kling,  
 
Susan Gundlach and Marsha Barnett wrote poems, made bookmarks with the poems featured on them 
and gave them to Linda Balla and I to give as extra prizes for the Poetry Scavenger Hunt we have going 
on. The kids are always impressed when I tell them that "an Evanston poet" made the bookmarks just 
for them! 
 
Just wanted to make sure that these two are on your Library Volunteers list and are invited to our 
Volunteer event. 
 
Both are long time Evanstonians. I have just met Susan, but Marsha Barnett has been involved in many 
aspects of Early Childhood Education in Evanston for most of her career. We are overjoyed that such 
talented community members are volunteering with EPL! 
5) A thank you from the parent of an Infant Rhymetime baby: 

Hi, Martha,  

This is Emma's mother, my name is Jieda (pronounces like the volkswagen car name: Jetta). Thank you 

for the lovely class last week! 

See you tomorrow morning, Jieda 
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 From Mary Kling: 

Hi, Mary, 

I just received my adorable EPL volunteer bag.  I'll be so proud to carry that around town with me 

advertising all the great things the library does for the community.  Feel like I should be giving each and 

all of you a gift for I am the one benefiting the most from this arrangement.  I simply cannot state 

enough what great joy the kids, the books, the librarians, the volunteers and the public bring to my 

heart and being.  Being able to witness and be a part of bringing another generation into the wonderful 

world of literacy is such an honor and thrill for me.  Thanks for "letting" me hang out. 

Hope you are well.   

Best, 

Anne Mirapaul 

 

 


