
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 
When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is alone on a re-
mote, wild island. Why is she there? Where did she come from? Most important, how will 
she survive in her harsh surroundings? Roz's only hope is to learn from the island's hostile 
animal inhabitants. When she tries to care for an orphaned gosling, the other animals finally 
decide to help, and the island starts to feel like home. Until one day, the robot's mysterious 
past comes back to haunt her. Grades 6 and up 

 

Summer Of The Mariposas by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 
In an adventure reminiscent of Homer's Odyssey, fifteen-year-old Odilia and her four 

younger sisters embark on a journey to return a dead man to his family in Mexico, 

aided by La Llorona, but impeded by a witch, a warlock, chupacabras, and more. 

Grades 7 and up  

 

Unbroken: 13 Stories Starring Disabled Teens edited by Marieke Nijkamp  
This anthology explores disability in fictional tales told from the viewpoint of disabled 
characters, written by disabled creators. With stories in various genres about first 
loves, friendship, war, travel, and more, Unbroken offers today's teen readers a 
glimpse into the lives of disabled people in the past, present, and future. Grades 8 and 
up 

Look Both Ways:  A Tale Told In Ten Blocks by Jason Reynolds  
Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dis-

missal bell rings, and weaves them into one funny, poignant look at the detours we 

face on the walk home, and in life. Grades 6 and up.   

Born To Fly:  The First Women's Air Race Across America  by Steve Sheinkin 
Just nine years after American women finally got the right to vote, a group of trail-
blazers soared to new heights in the 1929 Air Derby, the first women's air race 
across the U.S. Follow the incredible lives of legend Amelia Earhart, who has capti-
vated generations; Marvel Crosson, who built a plane before she even learned how 
to fly; Louise Thaden, who shattered jaw-dropping altitude records; and Elinor 
Smith, who at age seventeen made headlines when she flew under the Brooklyn 
Bridge. Grades 6 and up.  



 
Black Enough:  Stories Of Being Young & Black In America edited by Ibi Zoboi 
Black is urban and rural, wealthy and poor, mixed race, immigrants, and more--
because there are countless ways to be Black enough. Edited by ... Ibi Zoboi and 
featuring some of the most acclaimed, best selling Black authors writing for teens 
today--this is a ... collection of captivating coming-of-age stories about what it's like 
to be young and Black in America. Grades 8 and up. 

Summer of Salt by Katrina Leno  
No one on the island of By-the-Sea would call the Fernweh women what they are, but 
if you need the odd bit of help, such as a sleeping aid concocted by moonlight, they 
are the ones to ask. Georgina Fernweh waits impatiently for the tingle of magic in her 
fingers--magic that has touched every woman in her family, including her twin sister, 
Mary. But with her eighteenth birthday looming at the end of her last summer on the 
island, Georgina fears her gift will never come.  Grades 8 and up.  

All Summer Long by Hope Larson 
Thirteen-year-old Bina faces her first summer without her best friend, Austin, who has 
left for soccer camp. Grades 6 and up 

Revolution of Birdie Randolph by  Brandy Colbert 
Sixteen-year-old Dove "Birdie" Randolph's close bond with her parents is threatened by 
a family secret, and by hiding her relationship with Booker, who has been in juvenile 
detention. Grades 8 and up.  

Under a Painted Sky  by Stacy Lee  
In 1845, Sammy, a Chinese American girl, and Annamae, an African American slave 
girl, disguise themselves as boys and travel on the Oregon Trail to California from Mis-
souri"-- Provided by publisher. Grades 7 and up.  



Pumpkinheads by  Rainbow Rowell  
Deja and Josiah are seasonal best friends. Every autumn, all through high school, 
they've worked together at the best pumpkin patch. They say good-bye every Hal-
loween, and they're reunited every September 1. But this Halloween is different. 
Josie and Deja are finally seniors. It's their last season at the Patch, their last shift 
together--their last good-bye. Josie's ready to spend the whole night feeling mel-
ancholy about it. (He's the melancholy type.) But Deja has a plan: What if, instead 
of moping and instead of the usual ... they went out with a bang? They could see 
all the sights! Taste all the snacks! Maybe Josie could even talk to that cute girl 
he's been mooning over for three years... What if their last shift was an adventure? 
Grades 7 and up. 

Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams  
Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is 
the root of her family's troubles, before discovering reasons to love herself as is. Grades 
6 and up. 

Redwood and Ponytail by KA Holt  
Told in verse in two voices, with a chorus of fellow students, this is a story of two girls, 
opposites in many ways, who are drawn to each other. Kate appears to be a stereotypi-
cal cheerleader with a sleek ponytail and a perfectly polished persona, Tam is tall, ath-
letic and frequently mistaken for a boy, but their deepening friendship inevitably changes 
and reveals them in ways they did not anticipate. Grades 6 and up.   

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pederson and the Churchill Club  by Phil-
ip Hoose   
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply 
ashamed of his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his 
brother and a handful of schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults 
would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in 
the Churchill Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who 
eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: 
the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish re-
sistance.  Grades 7 and up.  

It Wasn’t Me by Dana Alison Levy  
When Theo's photography project is vandalized, the five students nearby all claim it 
was not them, so Theo's favorite teacher suggests they all spend vacation week togeth-
er and get to the truth. Grades 6 and up.  



The Serpent’s Secret by Sayantani Dasgupta  
Up until her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala considered herself an ordinary sixth-grader in 
Parsippany, New Jersey, but then her parents disappear and a drooling rakkhosh demon 
shows up in her kitchen. Soon she is swept into another dimension, full of magic, winged 
horses, talking birds (very annoying), and cute princes--and somehow Kiranmala needs 
to sort it all out, find her parents, and basically save the world. Grades 6 and up.  

New Kid by Jerry Craft 
After his parents send him to a prestigious private school known for its academics, Jordan 
Banks finds himself torn between two worlds. Grades 6 and up. 

The Crossover Graphic Novel by Kwame Alexander 
Thirteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on 
and off the court as their father ignores his declining health. Grades 6 and up.  

They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid’s Poems by David Bowles 
Twelve-year-old Güero, a red-headed, freckled Mexican American border kid, discov-
ers the joy of writing poetry, thanks to his seventh grade English teacher. Grades 6 
and up.  

Like Magic by Elaine Vickers 
Three ten-year-old girls find a mysterious box in the school library and put some of their 
own precious things inside. The treasures may lead them to something more: true friend-
ship. Grades 6 and up.   

Faithful Spy: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler  by John Hendrix 
Adolf Hitler's Nazi party is gaining strength and becoming more menacing every day. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor upset by the complacency of the German church toward 
the suffering around it, forms a breakaway church to speak out against the established 
political and religious authorities. When the Nazis outlaw the church, he escapes as a 
fugitive. Struggling to reconcile his faith and the teachings of the Bible with the Nazi Par-
ty's evil agenda, Bonhoeffer decides that Hitler must be stopped by any means possible! 
Grades 6 and up.   



This Kid Can Fly: It’s About Ability (Not Disability)  by Aaron Phillips 
In this heartbreaking and ultimately uplifting memoir, Aaron Philip, a fourteen-year-old 
boy with cerebral palsy, shows how he isn't defined so much by his disability as he is by 
his abilities.  Grades 6 and up.   

As the Crow Flies by Melanie Gillman (graphic novel) 
A queer, black teenager finds herself stranded in a dangerous and unfamiliar place: an all
-white Christian youth backpacking camp. Grades 6 and up.  

I Wish You All the Best by Mason Deavers 

When Ben De Backer comes out to their parents as nonbinary, they're thrown out 
of their house and forced to move in with their estranged older sister, Hannah, 
and her husband, Thomas, whom Ben has never even met. Struggling with an 
anxiety disorder compounded by their parents' rejection, they come out only to 
Hannah, Thomas, and their therapist and try to keep a low profile in a new 
school. Grades 8 and up.  

The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline  
In a future world ravaged by global warming, people have lost the ability to dream, and 
the dreamlessness has led to widespread madness. The only people still able to dream 
are North America's indigenous population--and it is their marrow that holds the cure for 
the rest of the world. But getting the marrow--and dreams--means death for the unwill-
ing donors. Driven to flight, a 15-year-old and his companions struggle for survival, at-
tempt to reunite with loved ones, and take refuge from the "recruiters" who seek them 
out to bring them to the marrow-stealing 'factories. Grades 8 and up.  

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, from their roots in Europe until today, 

adapted from the National Book Award winner Stamped from the Beginning. Grades 7 

and up.  

The Strangers by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Told from separate viewpoints, Chess, Emma, and Finn Greystone, ages twelve, ten, and 
eight, investigate why their mother went missing and uncover their ties to an alternate 
world. Grades 6 and up.   


