
The Geometric, Angular, and Cubist Elements of Mrs. Dalloway 

In reading Mrs. Dalloway, many of us have been struck by the geometric, 

angular, and cubist elements of the novel.  The novel was published not 

long after the end of WWI (1914-1918).  Many men returning from the war 

experienced PTSD and substantial injuries, the British empire began to fall 

apart, and the structure of society began to change—with the upper clas-

ses taking the greatest proportional change.  Immediately following the 

war, there was the 1918 Pandemic, which lasted from February 1918 to 

April 1920. This pandemic infected about a third of the world’s population 

and killed approximately 10-20% infected.  We see in Mrs. Dalloway a so-

ciety that has been shattered like a pane of glass—now composed of 

shards and pieces—trying to reconstruct itself.   

 

Mrs. Dalloway looks at herself in her attic mirror: “That was her self—

pointed; dartlike; definite. That was her self when some effort, some call 

on her to be her self, drew the parts together…” 

Septimus looks at the trees: “And the leaves being connected by millions 

of fibres with his own body, there on the seat, fanned up and down; when 

the branch stretched he, too, made that statement. The sparrows, flutter-

ing, rising, and falling in jagged fountains were part of the pattern; the 

white and blue, barred with black branches. Sounds made harmonies with 

premeditation; the spaces between them were as significant as the 

sounds. A child cried. Rightly far away a horn sounded. All together meant 

the birth of a new religion—-” 

 

In the journal article Geometries of Space and Time: The Cubist London 

of “Mrs. Dalloway” (2007), Jennie-Rebecca Falcetta explores the idea of 

Mrs. Dalloway as a cubist novel. Following are some excerpts from this ar-

ticle. To read it in its entirety create a free account at jstor.org 
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Excerpts from Falcetta, Jennie-Rebecca. “Geometries of Space and Time: The Cubist London of ‘Mrs. 

Dalloway.’”  



 


